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It is not perhaps surprising that the development of economic
theory has taken this course. The vigour of the classical economists
lay in their contributions to the onward march of what was then a
new economic and social system, capitalism. By toe same token,
Marx's analysis developed as a critique of the evils of the system
at the time and its tendency to pave the way for its transformation
into a new social system. Then again, it is also not surprising that
serious contributions to the theory and problems of economic
planning could not arise until a social system had been firmly
established in at least one country. Within the context of world
history and geography, capitalism in its pure form has been in
operation for less than two centuries and has embraced only a
relatively small proportion of the world. In perspective, it seems
presumptuous that a science devised to deal with problems which
are limited, measured in terms of the preoccupations of only a
fraction of the world and during such a limited space of time,
should claim to have discovered universal truths.
The stage was set for new advance in economics at the end of
the Second World War with the beginning of the emergence,
soon to become a headlong rush, of so many new countries held
down for centuries in poverty and economic stagnation. The
beginnings of the real revolution in economics are to be found,
therefore, in the problems of these new countries. Once again,
economics has to grapple with the creation of wealth and growth.
This is not to say that economics was transformed overnight, and
indeed we still await a systematic formulation of development
economics which will probably be done primarily by economists
working in developing countries. Economics since the war can
be said to have taken two largely divergent paths. One has been
the further refinement, largely with the aid of mathematics, of the
essentially static theories of the half century before the Second
World War; the other has been associated with and made possible
by a new approach to statistics. Surendra Patel is one of the younger
economists who has followed the second path. His avowed mentors
are Kuznets, KalecM and Myrdal, who have all combined an
impatience with the sterility of the theories on which they were
brought up and an ability to wield the powerful new statistical
tools available. Patel's early education in economics was of course
in his own country, where he was able to see at first-hand the

